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 Helping ensure a sustainable future for the UK’s rail freight sector  

Slashed Tunnel fees will 
boost rail freight traffic 

The Rail Freight Group 
welcomed the proposal from 
Eurotunnel to significantly 
reduce the level of access 
charges for rail freight 
services using the Channel 
Tunnel, with the goal to 
double of the number of 
trains to 5,000 per year in 
2018. 
 
The changes, which take effect 
from June 2014, will see tolls 
for the off peak period, when 
most traffic operates, reduce by 
25% compared to 2013 levels, 
with no further increase 
promised until at least 2018.   
 
Eurotunnel’s Incentive for 
Capacity Additions scheme is 
also to be enhanced and 
extended such that new rail 
services will see an average 
overall discount of around 35-
40%.  
 
 

The commitment by Eurotunnel 
comes as a response to the 
legal investigation opened by 
the European Commission 
against France and the UK for 
their failure to implement 
European rules on access to 
infrastructure in the Channel 
Tunnel. 
 
Maggie Simpson, RFG 
Executive Director, said: “This 
announcement is good news 
for rail freight and will help 
deliver a growth in services 
through the Channel Tunnel. 
This offers significant benefits 
to businesses in the UK 
seeking efficient, affordable 
and environmentally sound 
transport links. We 
congratulate all parties involved 
in securing this agreement.” 
 
Groupe Eurotunnel said rail 
freight traffic through the 
Tunnel increased 10% in 2013 
and by 13% in the first quarter 

of 2014. ETICA began on May 
2013 and provides aid for a 
limited period at the start up of 
new intermodal freight 
services. It has now been 
extended to 2018. 
 
In order to optimise the use of 
the Channel Tunnel for rail 
freight at night, charges for off 
peak hours (from 23:00 to 
07:00 on weekdays) will benefit 
from a reduction of 25% and 
the charges for access during 
maintenance periods will be 
reduced to two nights per week 
instead of the current three.  
 
Eurotunnel has also ensured 
that the surcharge established 
by Réseau Ferré de France for 
security at Fréthun will be 
removed. On top of these 
changes, Eurotunnel will 
commit to not increasing its 
freight charges until the end of 
2018. •  

May 2014 

Cross Channel rail freight boost as Eurotunnel 
reduces charges to hit 5,000 trains per year 

Malcolm Logistics 
unveils 50ft container 
 
More on Page 5 
 

The Ipswich Chord 
opens for freight  
 
More on Page 3 
 

Freight operators 
now serving London 
Gateway  
 
More on Page 2 

RFG welcomes 
members to its Group 
Meeting at Multimodal  
 
More on Page 7 
 

On 28 - 30 April, RFG was one of many exhibitors at the 
popular Multimodal Exhibition in Birmingham where Direct Rail 
Service’s Class 68 ‘Defiant’ stood proudly on display. 

A full report of the Meeting is on Page 7.  

Multimodal visitors enjoy showcase of rail freight  



RFG News   May 2014 

2 

Tunnel decision could 
reinvigorate important  
cross-channel sector 
 
You will have seen on the front cover the 
welcome news of a reduction in Eurotun-
nel’s access charges for through rail 
freight services. This decision by Eurotun-

nel, in conjunction with the European Commission, has the 
potential to be a game changer for Channel Tunnel rail freight 
to and from the UK which has long underperformed.  And of 
course, the agreement by the ORR and HS1 on stable access 
charges on the high speed infrastructure is also important for 
the services which run up that route to Barking. 
 
The cross channel market is hugely important to the UK economy 
and in particular to our export businesses who are seeking new 
routes to market.  As the nation’s economy recovers, output is in-
creasing and we have already seen this reflecting in the rail freight 
sector with, for example, movements in the automotive sector in-
creasing.   
 
This vibrancy was clear in no short measure at the recent Multimo-
dal exhibition, where Rail Freight Group had an exhibition stand 
and meeting.  There was a strong presence from the rail sector, 
with Network Rail, most of the freight operating companies and 
many rail linked ports and support services in attendance.  I know 

our stand was busy throughout, and it was a pleasure to welcome 
many of you who were passing by. 
 
I was also lucky enough to be invited to the launch of the new 50ft 
container, developed by the Malcolm Group.  This new kit is a re-
sponse to the Department for Transport’s trial of longer lorries, and 
enables rail operators to gain the same advantage in increased 
cube by using this container on their rail wagons.    The new con-
tainer was exhibited in all its glory at the show and certainly 
caused some interest. 
 
Elsewhere I was also delighted to see the new Class 68 locomo-
tive also on show at the exhibition.  It is clearly a sophisticated and 
modern machine, and we look forward to seeing it hauling freight in 
the very near future. 
 
At the same time as Multimodal the NEC was also hosting the 
Commercial Vehicle Show, a quick look at which showed just how 
much innovation and technological development there is in the 
road freight sector which has itself come a very long way.  We 
should not fear this – road and rail need each other – but it re-
minds us of why developments like reduced charges and new loco-
motives and equipment are so vital to our future prospects. • 

Chairman’s comment: Tony Berkeley            email your comments to: tony@rfg.org.uk 

RFG welcomes comments and letters from all our members.  
Please email james@rfg.org.uk to have your say.  

From the start of May, DB Schenker 
Rail (UK) began serving Manchester, 
Daventry, Wakefield and South 
Wales. The company was the first to 
run a train from London Gateway, 
transporting a full load of containers 
from the ZIM Rotterdam on 24 
September 2013. 
 
DB Schenker Rail UK was also the first to 
offer scheduled rail freight services from the 
port and has also integrated its IT order-
management systems directly with the 
port's advanced technology, offering a 
seamless service to customers.  
 
This has enabled DB Schenker Rail UK to 

achieve an impressive 'shore-to-door' 
delivery success of 99.7% of trains on time. 
 
Steve Pryce, Head of Marketing and Wagon 
Management at DB Schenker Rail UK, said: 
"By working closely with the port and linking 
our market-leading order-management 
system directly to the port's own advanced 
systems, we can offer intermodal freight 
customers a smooth, efficient and rapid 
service.  
 
“Our new daily services will build on our 
early successes and provide customers with 
an even greater range of options on more 
frequent trains," he added. ● 

New rail freight services for DP World London Gateway 

Freightliner began new daily 
services from London Gateway 
as Hapag Lloyd and Hamburg 
Sud announced shipping calls 
at London Gateway from May.  
 
Freightliner’s Commercial Director, 
Keith Gray, said: “We have moved 
quickly to meet the demands of our 
customers as a result of their 
decision to ship to London Gateway. 
These planned daily services are 
tailored to meet the expected 
customer demand and are designed 
to allow flexibility and room for 
growth in the future.” ● 
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On 25 March, RFG welcomed 
the completion of the Ipswich 
Chord which will open to 
traffic from the start of April. 
  
The new chord provides a 
direct route to the main line for 
freight traffic from the Port of 
Felixstowe, avoiding the need 
to access and reverse in the 
sidings at Ipswich Yard.   
 
This improves efficiency and 
journey time for freight traffic 
and will help with performance 
management for the route.  The 
chord is a key part of the 
planned upgrade to the route 
between Felixstowe and 
Nuneaton which is vital to 
support growth from the 
port.  The chord has been 
funded by the Strategic Freight 
Network fund, and European 
Union Trans European 
Transport Network (TEN-T). 
  
Maggie Simpson, RFG 
Executive Director, said: “The 
completion of this project is a 
major milestone in the upgrade 
of the Felixstowe to Nuneaton 
route, and a major engineering 
triumph for Network Rail and 
their contractors.   

We must now press forward 
with projects to upgrade and 
electrify the rest of the route, to 
create a new fit for purpose 
freight corridor from the port.” 
 
The work to open the chord has 
been widely applauded by the 
sector and Clemence Cheng, 
Hutchison Ports (UK) CEO, 
said:  “The 60 freight train 
movements we handle every 
day connects the port with 17 
different inland destinations and 
offers shippers a frequency and 
range of services that are 
simply not available anywhere 
else. This latest development 
complements the opening of a 
new rail terminal at Felixstowe 
last year, our third at the port. 
  
The new terminal, and the 
Ipswich Chord, will allow a 
greater number of 30-wagon 

trains to operate from the port 
providing greater choice and 
lower carbon emissions for our 
customers.”  
 
Rail volumes at the Port of 
Felixstowe reached record 
levels in 2013 when 830,000 
TEU were handled at the port’s 
rail terminals. The chord 
provides a new 1.2km double 
track railway linking the Great 
Eastern Main Line with the East 
Suffolk Line. It enables freight 
trains to link directly with the 
Felixstowe to Nuneaton route 
without having to turn around at 
Ipswich Yard.  
 
The direct link provides a 
significant increase in capacity 
by enabling trains to run at 
higher speeds without the 
length constraints associated 
with Ipswich Yard. • 

News in Brief: 
 
● The Transport Select Com-
mittee has published its report 
into Safety at level crossings, 
recommending to include rail 
safety and level crossings in 
the school curriculum. Since 
2010 the risk at level crossings 
has been reduced by a quarter 
through the investment of 
£130m in level crossing safety 
improvements. View the full 
report here: 
www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/
cm201314/cmselect/
cmtran/680/68002.htm 

 
● Anna Walker has been reap-
pointed as the chair of the Of-
fice of Rail Regulation (ORR) 
until December 2015. In a 
statement ORR said the ap-
pointment will provide continu-
ity of leadership as it oversees 
the beginning of the industry's 
upcoming £38bn programme of 
rail investment. 
  
● Future Railway has launched 
the rail operator challenge 
competition (ROCC) to find 
innovative solutions to address 
specific business issues that 
are affecting rail operators and 
their customers. There is an 
investment of up to £3.5m in 
co-funding to encourage train 
operators to address their busi-
ness challenges through inno-
vation with their partners and 
suppliers.  

● The DfT has now introduced 
a road user levy for all lorries of 
12 tonnes or more, aimed at 
ensuring these vehicles make 
a contribution to the wear and 
tear of the UK road network. 
This levy was introduced by the 
HGV Road User Levy Act 2013 
and began on 1 April. 

● DB Schenker Rail UK has 
won a new contract with Scot-
tishPower to supply its Longan-
net Power Station. DB Schen-
ker will transport up to 4m ton-
nes of imported ESI coal per 
year from Hunterston port to 
the power station.  
 
● Simon Wright has been ap-
pointed as Crossrail's new Pro-
gramme Director. He is cur-
rently Project Development 
Director at Network Rail, and 
was previously Director of In-
frastructure and Utilities with 
the Olympic Delivery Authority, 
will take up his role this sum-
mer. 

Smooth operators: Rail freight sector 
welcomes Ipswich Chord opening 

HS2 ltd has launched a 
supplier survey to gauge 
whether the potential supply 
chain is ready to work to 
Level 2 Building Information 
Modelling (BIM) procuring 
and managing data for the 
design, build, operation and 
maintenance of HS2.  
 
The survey is open to any 
company planning to bid for 
work on the £42.6bn project 
and is not a formal part of the 

procurement process. Its aim is 
to identify areas where HS2 ltd 
can work with suppliers to help 
them get ready for the new 
requirements as BIM Level 2 
will be required for all central 
Government projects after 
2016. 
 
Beth West, Commercial 
Director of HS2 ltd, said: “BIM 
provides a unique opportunity 
to design and build the railway 
in a virtual space long before 

the first spade goes in the 
ground... It allows our 
contractors to work 
collaboratively to find the best 
solutions for the project as a 
whole and share crucial 
information on design data, 
stakeholder interactions and 
asset information before, during 
and after construction.” 
 
For the complete survey click 
here: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/

hs2bimupskillingstudy • 

HS2 launches BIM supply chain supplier survey 
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DfT outlines plans to 
reform Highways 
Agency 
 
The Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin 
MP has approved wide-ranging reforms to 
the Highways Agency, transforming it into a 
government-owned company tasked with 
managing and operating England’s road 
network. 
 
The Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) said it 
would establish a Strategic Road Network 
Monitor (SRNM) to scrutinise the efficiency 
and performance of the new company.  
 

SRNM will operate and be funded as a 
separate function within the ORR. It will 
consist of a new team with staff dedicated to 
working on roads issues, including 
engineers and network management 
experts recruited from outside ORR. SRNM 
will be able to call on ORR's expertise in 
asset management, major project and 
performance monitoring, efficiency analysis 
and improving value for money, while 
benefiting from sharing established office 
services. 
 
ORR chief executive Richard Price said: 
“We will work closely with key stakeholders 
to develop the cost, efficiency and 
performance monitoring function for 
England's strategic roads network, so that it 
provides independent and credible advice. 
ORR has a good track record and our work 

in rail is helping to deliver billions of pounds 
of efficiencies, better performance and 
improve the openness and public 
understanding of the industry.”  
 
SRNM's role will be developed and further 
defined over coming months in consultation 
with the Highways Agency, DfT and other 
stakeholders. It’s understood that 
Passenger Focus will represent the interests 
of road users. 
 
Click here tor more on the SRNM. ●   
 
 

New Rail Executive 
unveiled by DfT 
 
In February, Transport Secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin MP announced the formation of 
a Rail Executive within the Department for 
Transport (DfT) in order to build 'an 
enhanced culture of commercial expertise 
and innovation'.  
 
It would also ensure a reduction in 
dependency on consultants, provide 'greater 
co-ordination of improvements to track and 
trains', as well as managing 'the 
'interdependencies between rolling stock, 
track, stations, freight and passenger 
services'. 
 
Its immediate task will be to develop a 
framework agreement governing the 
relationship between DfT and Network 
Rail.●   

DB Schenker Rail UK 
wins new DIRFT deal 
with Malcolm Logistics  
 
DB Schenker Rail UK has won a new three-
year contract with Malcolm Logistics to 
provide intermodal trains between Daventry 
International Rail Freight Terminal (DIRFT) 
and Mossend Euroterminal. 
 
The operator devised a schedule that 
enables a single train to complete the round 
trip in just 24 hours. Previously, two trains 
had to be used on the route, one in each 
direction, to maintain the strict delivery 
schedule demanded by the contract. 
 
The more streamlined service developed by 
DB Schenker introduced considerable time 
efficiencies and cost savings, using electric 
traction to reduce journey times. 
 
David Munt, Commercial Manager, Rail 
Development at DB Schenker Rail UK, 
said: “Our innovative solution to this contract 
meant we offered a much more efficient and 
cost-effective service than our competitors. 
It was essential for the end customers that 
time-sensitive goods, arrived at distribution 
centres on time, and we were able to 
provide those assurances.” 
 
The containers carried under this contract 
will hold goods for major retailers, 
manufactures and link with mainland 
Europe. ●   

The 22nd Annual RFG Conference 

4 June 2014, Dentons, London 

Celebrating its 22nd anniversary, the annual Rail Freight 
Group conference is unrivalled in the scope and depth of its 
presentations and seniority of its speakers and delegates.   
 
This year’s conference welcomes Stephen Hammond MP, Network 
Rail, ORR, Rail Delivery Group and DB Schenker Rail UK, 
amongst others, to explore key current strategic issues and future 
developments in the UK rail freight sector. 
 
A key theme of the 2014 event will be the implications of HS2; the 
opportunities and challenges it presents, how the freight industry 
can prepare, and what it means for future business. 
 
Following Stephen Hammond’s closing keynote at the conference, 
all delegates are invited to stay on for a networking drinks 
reception. 
 
This year’s event will cover some of the following themes: 
 

What does HS2 mean for the rail freight industry? 
How are customers’ expectations changing and how can we rise to 

the challenge? 
 

What is the Government’s investment plan for the rail freight sector 
and what are their ambitions for market growth? 

 
How will Network Rail provide more capacity? 

 
What are the ORR’s plans for stimulating growth in rail freight, and 

how will freight access be awarded and priced? 
 

What does the new National Networks National Policy Statement 
mean for rail freight infrastructure? 

 
Click here for a full list of speakers and to register: 
http://www.waterfrontconferencecompany.com/conferences/rfg2014 ● 
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The Office of Rail Regulation 
(ORR) has published its 
assessment of Network Rail’s 
performance between October 

2013 and January 2014. It found 
that Network Rail, working with 
the rest of the industry, coped 
well with the wettest winter in 

almost 250 years.  
 
Train punctuality was severely 
impacted by the weather, and 
the report highlights that rather 
than focussing on performance 
targets during this exceptional 
period, Network Rail rightly 
concentrated on working with 
train operators to keep 
passengers informed and get 
them to their destinations safely.  
 
At the same time, Network Rail 
successfully delivered a record 
number of complex engineering 
projects over the Christmas and 
New Year period, completing 
more than 300 projects aimed at 

improving and expanding the 
network for the benefit of 
passengers and customers.  
 
The report also identifies longer-
term issues affecting rail 
performance, including timetable 
planning, the elements of 
Network Rail’s performance 
improvement plans which need 
to be delivered to turn around 
the recent decline in 
performance. 
 
Click the link to read the Network Rail 
Monitor in full, visit http://orr.gov.uk/what-
and-how-we-regulate/regulation-of-
network-rail/monitoring-performance/

network-rail-monitor ●  

ORR assesses  
Network Rail’s  
performance over  
tough winter  

RFG welcomed backing for 
the National Development 
status for rail freight in the 
latest report of the Scottish 
Parliament’s Infrastructure & 
Capital Investment 
Committee.  
  
As part of the National Planning 
Framework 3 consultation 
process, RFG drew the 
Committee’s attention to a civil 
service review of the rail industry 
proposal to enhance ‘the 
strategic freight connectivity of 
Scotland’s inter-urban rail 
network’ which resulted in the 
rail proposal being given equal 
scoring to two of three port-
related National Developments 
proposed by the Scottish 
Government – yet it was still 
excluded from the list of strategic 
transport developments 
proposed for National 
Development status.  
 
RFG’s Scottish Representative, 
David Spaven said: “The ICI 

Committee’s report notes 
‘stakeholders’ concern that rail 
freight may not be receiving a 
level of Scottish Government 
consideration comparable to that 
afforded to sea freight related 
projects’, and recommends ‘that 
the Scottish Government 
consider whether national 
development status in relation to 
rail freight developments might 
be made in future iterations of 
the NPF. The Committee is of 
the view that the case for its 
inclusion in future NPF 
documents is strengthened 
by the current parity of 
scoring against sea port 
developments appearing as 
national developments in the 
proposed NPF3Rthe 
Committee considers it to be 
important that full 
consideration is given by the 
Scottish Government to the 
future contribution that 
increased freight capability – 
rail freight and short-sea 
shipping have been 

highlighted in evidence – might 
make to assist it in meeting its 
wider objectives regarding 
enhanced connectivity and, 
importantly, sustainability.” 
 
He added: “We’re delighted that 
the ICI Committee has taken on 
board the new evidence of the 
importance of rail freight to 
Scotland. Both sea and rail 
freight are critically dependent 
on terminal facilities in order to 
provide access to their route 

infrastructure and it is illogical, 
inconsistent and unfair for one 
mode to feature prominently in 
the list of geographically-specific 
National Developments while the 
other does not. We hope that 
MSPs from all parties will 
acknowledge the economic and 
environmental arguments in 
favour of rail, and that Scottish 
Government will incorporate a 
rail freight National Development 
proposal in the final NPF3  
document.” ● 

Her Royal Highness The Princess 
Royal, Patron of transport charity 
Transaid, officially launched Malcolm 
Logistics’ huge 50ft container at this 
year’s Multimodal exhibition.  

Current Megafret-type rail wagons will 
accommodate container lengths of 
50ft. The 15.6m extended length 
skeletal concept trailer, designed 
specifically for the 50ft long container 
has a highly innovative design and 
was manufactured by SDC Trailers, it 
has undergone stringent testing and 
safety approval. ●  

Malcolm Logistics unveils 50ft container at Multimodal! 

RFG welcomes renewed support for rail freight in Scotland 
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Completed rail works through CP4 
 
Network Rail has outlined its completed projects in CP4, enhancing 
the network to carry more freight traffic and make rail freight more 
competitive with other modes. By 2024 demand is expected to 
grow by 30%, the equivalent of 240 extra freight trains a day, and 
by as much as 140% over the next 30 years. ● 
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Group Meeting: Multimodal 2014  

 

RFG was delighted to hold its spring Group Meeting as part of 
the Multimodal 2014 exhibition at Birmingham NEC. This is 
the seventh year of the exhibition and the fourth year that 
RFG has been part of it, a relationship which goes from 
strength-to-strength. This year’s meeting saw around 70 
delegates attending to hear a range of topical presentations.   

 
The meeting opened with Mark Basnett, 
Executive Director of Superport (left) , part 
of the Liverpool City Region LEP.  He 
explained that Superport represents a cluster 
of logistics activity including the Port of 
Liverpool, Manchester Ship Canal, Liverpool 
John Lennon airport and a range of 
warehousing and other logistics activities.  With 
over £1bn committed in infrastructure 

improvement, Superport’s role is to promote and coordinate in 
support of economic growth, and to highlight the link between 
private sector investment and Government funded infrastructure. 

 
Gregory March, Ports and Terminals 
Manager at Network Rail (left) spoke 
about freight performance, and the 
initiatives that the rail freight industry have 
been undertaking collaboratively to 
improve performance and right time 
departures.  Major infrastructure schemes 
such as the Doncaster chord are of 

course important, but almost 100 smaller investments such as 
drainage improvements, vegetation clearance and removal of 
speed restrictions have also been undertaken. Greg also 
highlighted the end user work which is ongoing at Immingham, 
Drax and other locations where ‘control rooms’ have been 
established to drive improvements. 

 
Matthew Lamb, Managing Director of 
Potter Logistics (left), discussed the role of 
inland – centric logistics, using rail linked 
warehousing and facilities to complement 
the port-centric concept which is being 
developed across the country.  He noted 
in particular the constraints on port-side 
development land in many locations 
compared to available space in land, and 
also gave some case study examples 
from his business. 

 
Liam Martin from Stobart Rail (left) 
and Cameron Taylor from Tesco 
(below) gave an update on their rail 
services, which are now moving over 
150 million cases per year out of 
Daventry on a range of different routes.   
 

 
Cameron outlined the timeline, from 
a shop purchase on Monday 
morning to replenishment by rail 
within 48 hours, and noted that rail 
was now delivering the reliability 
they needed to ensure such 
movements were consistently 
delivered. 
 
 

Clare Moriarty, Director General Rail at 
DfT (left) , spoke about her experience of 
rail freight and outlined a number of 
measures that DfT are taking to support the 
sector, including confirmation that freight 
grants will continue subject to state aid 
clearance and consideration of further 

electrification for freight in the next control period. Clare also 
briefed on the establishment of the new Rail Executive at DfT and 
the opportunities that provides for secondment and experience 
across the rail sector. 

 
David Cooper, Managing Director of 
Cooper SH (left), then gave an overview of 
handling equipment and the factors which 
drive efficiency.  He explored how 
consideration of empty and loaded handling, 
terminal design and equipment choice drive 
business cost, and how factors such as tyres, 
maintenance and operator behaviour need to 

be optimised to save money.  He gave a number of case examples 
of good and bad operations which they have seen in their 
customers. 
 

The final speaker was Armand Toubol, Vice 
Chairman of New Opera (left) who 
presented the successful results of the Project 
Marathon, investigating the potential for super 
long freight trains to run in Europe.  There 
were a number of technical considerations 
and trial tests relating to the radio control, 
brake performance and network capability, at 

the end of which some trial services had been able to operate 
successfully.  A number of criteria had also been identified to see 
were further application may be possible. After questions, the 
meeting closed for lunch, and to give delegates the opportunity to 
explore the exhibition. ● 

Members enjoy group meeting  
and fantastic networking opportunities 

On the day, HRH The 
Princess Royal spoke 
with RFG Chairman 
Tony Berkeley and 
met with a number of 
freight professionals to 
discuss the challenges 
in the sector. 

Maggie Simpson, 
RFG Executive 
Director and Claire 
Moriarty, DG of Rail at 
the Department for 
Transport.  
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High Speed 2 update 
 
There is much to report on HS2 since the last RFG News, but 
perhaps of most importance is the Second Reading of the Bill 
which took place on 28 April. 
 
RFG produced a briefing note for MPs ahead of the debate setting 
out the key facts for rail freight and HS2 which was well received.  
The successful Second Reading also marks the start of the 
petitioning window, which runs until 16 May for organisations and 
23 May for individuals. RFG, along with others in the freight 
community are now preparing the necessary papers to press for 
key outcomes for freight during the Committee stage of the Bill.  
 
The Select Committee hearings are expected to start in early July 
and run for the remainder of the year and most likely beyond.  The 
membership of the Committee has also been announced, and 
comprises; 
  

• Henry Bellingham (Conservative, North West Norfolk) 

• Sir Peter Bottomley (Conservative, Worthing West) 

• Ian Mearns (Labour, Gateshead) 

• Yasmin Qureshi (Labour, Bolton South East) 

• Robert Syms (Conservative, Poole) 

• Mike Thornton (Liberal Democrat, Eastleigh) 
 
Aside from the parliamentary process, David Higgins published his 
HS2 Plus report which sets out his interim views on the project 
after taking over as Chairman. Amongst his conclusions are the 
removal from Phase 1 of the connection between HS1 and HS2.   
 
This is good news for freight as the proposed design of the 
connection created potentially severe capacity and performance 
issues for the North London corridor which is critical to rail freight.  
However the lack of a longer term strategy for such a connection is 
less satisfactory, breaking the key link to the European main land. 
 
Higgins also recommended that part of Phase 2, from Handsacre 
Junction to Crewe, be brought forward at the soonest opportunity. 
This is welcome, as this section of the West Coast is already 
congested and with through running of HS2 trains will be even 
more so.   

This recommendation would make a considerable improvement for 
that section.  However it is not, of course, part of the Phase 1 Bill 
and there is as yet no commitment to the early delivery, so it 
remains an area to watch closely. 
 
The final recommendation of interest relates to Phase 2, and the 
integration of HS2 with the conventional network.  The lack of a 
holistic approach has been a criticism of the project to date, and 
this recommendation seeks to remedy that, and determine how 
services can best be reshaped to make the best use of the 
opportunities that HS2 brings.  This work is to be led by Network 
Rail, and we need to ensure that freight is integrated into this 
study. 
 
Separately, a report by the HS2 Industry Leaders Group, HS2 Get 
Ready, makes a strong recommendation in support of including 
freight into this holistic approach. The Group, led by Lord Deighton, 
have been tasked with reviewing how HS2 can drive wider 
economic growth across the country.   
 
For freight, Lord Deighton’s report states; ‘HS2 offers significant 
growth opportunities to the rail freight industry.   The Government 
should invite the rail freight industry to set out how it could take 
advantage of the capacity released by HS2.‘ 
 
This is a challenge which we will be only too pleased to take up.  A 
great deal of the ground work is already in place through the 
established freight forecasts and we look to take this forward with 
DfT, Network Rail and HS2 over the coming months. 
 
So overall, there is a good sense of progress on HS2 thinking, and 
the case for freight, but much yet to be done to fully secure the 
benefits and ensure that freight is part of the holistic case. We 
cannot afford to get this wrong, and we will continue to make the 
case for rail freight wherever possible as the project progresses. 
 

Click here to read Lord Deighton’s full report: ‘High Speed 2 : Get 
Ready’ a report to Government by the HS2 Growth Taskforce’  ● 

RFG Opinion  
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Rail freight electrification: It’s time 
for a 21st century strategy 
 
In response to a recent written question from Priti Patel, MP 
for Witham, Stephen Hammond MP suggested that the 
electrification of the route from Felixstowe to Nuneaton is not 
a priority for rail freight. The answer has been raising some 
eyebrows in the sector, and raises some fundamental 
questions about Government’s view of this and other freight 
electrification schemes.   
 

So how should we move forward with making the case? 
 
Today, only around 10% of all rail freight is electrically hauled 
mainly Channel Tunnel services and intermodal trains from 
Felixstowe to the West Coast via London. The scope to increase 
this is limited, both by the extent of the electrified network, and the 
availability of rolling stock.   
 
DfT took an important step to change this when they announced 
the Electric Spine project, intended to allow electrically hauled 
freight from Southampton. However, in subsequent months the 
project has been fragmented into a series of discrete individual 
schemes, each offering passenger benefits but doing nothing to 
support freight, with only vague promises of the remaining parts 
being addressed after 2019. 
 
It is fair to say that the freight operators response to the Electric 
Spine had been mixed, a reticence which has not helped the 
debate. But recently we have seen two operators, GBRf and DRS, 
make the first move by ordering and refurbishing electric 
locomotives. The Class 88s are yet to arrive in the UK, but GBRf 

are already moving some additional services electrically using 
Class 92s. 
 
This is an important step firstly because it begins to demonstrate in 
actions, as well as words, the commitment of the freight sector to 
electrification. This is necessary because, in the medium term, we 
expect the benefits of electric haulage to become very significant 
for operators. Of course electrification offers enhanced 
environmental benefits which are vital if rail freight is to maintain its 
credentials as a sustainable freight mode. 
 
There are also capacity benefits, particularly on busy routes such 
as the West Coast Main Line north, through improved acceleration 
and the ability to run longer and heavier trains.  Indeed, on some 
routes, electric traction may become a pre requisite for new 
capacity.  And although there is significant uncertainty, most 
forecasts continue to suggest that electricity prices will be lower 
than diesel prices over the coming decades, helping operators to 
compete with road to win new business.   
 
But presently, we are faced with a ‘chicken and egg’ situation.  
Freight operators will only make limited investment without a 
commitment to additional infrastructure. Even if they wanted to, the 
finance would be hard to come by. Government needs to commit 
to the infrastructure – but is faced with a lack of locomotives and 
unclear priorities. How can this be brought together? 
 
One approach that might be to stop looking at a route by route 
analysis and to focus instead on converting entire freight markets 
to electric haulage. Take deep sea intermodal, the sector with the 
highest electric use today. To convert the majority of this sector 
means wires on three principle sections – the rest of Electric 
Spine, Felixstowe to Nuneaton and the Joint Line (if freight is to be 
diverted from the East Coast). At a stroke, the proportion of electric 
haulage increase to near 30%, the ability to divert freight away 
from London is enhanced, and operating flexibility is increased. 
 
For operators, such a move should increase confidence by giving 
sufficient operational scale to allow operators to purchase and 
operate coherent electric fleets.  It also enables ports and 
terminals in that sector to also work most efficiently.   There could 
also be spin offs for other service groups at the margins and of 
course there would be additional passenger benefits. 
 
Finally, a word on the Channel Tunnel routes presently electrified 
on the DC network and operated by Class 92s. These locomotives, 
whilst still providing good service are already some 20 years old, 
and it is perhaps timely to start planning for the future. DC/AC 
conversion for the passenger sector is on the radar, despite many 
difficulties, and adding freight into the mix could help unlock the 
case for overhead electrification on the Channel Tunnel routes. 
With the UK joining the European Rail Freight Network from 2016, 
there may even be some financial support available from Brussels.   
 
By taking a strategic approach now, it should be much easier to 
make the business case for freight electrification on a sectoral 
basis. There are no doubt many difficulties, but certainly no lack of 
need and we will continue to push for this to be a priority for future 
development and investment. ● 

RFG Opinion  

 RFG Awards 2014: Get your entry in before 30 May! 
 

The deadline for entries to the RFG Awards 2014 is fast approaching.  
 

Kindly sponsored by Burges Salmon LLP and GB Railfreight, these awards recognise and celebrate all those 
who have strived to deliver even greater successes in an increasingly demanding rail freight market.  

 
Please contact Phillippa O’Shea at phillippa@rfg.org.uk now to get your entry in•  

Priti Patel (Witham, Conservative) To ask the Secretary of State 
for Transport if he will make it his policy to bring forward the ma-
jor upgrade of the Felixstowe to Nuneaton route including electri-
fication into Control Period 5 for the purposes of supporting 
freight customers and passenger services in the East of England 
and on the Great Eastern Main Line. 

Stephen Hammond (The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
for Transport; Wimbledon, Conservative) The programme of 
expenditure for the Rail Investment Strategy in Control Period 5 
has now been agreed between the Department and Network Rail 
and is fully committed. A further £200m specifically for the 
development of the Strategic rail Freight Network will be 
allocated according to the rail freight industry's priorities. A 
number of enhancements to the route between Felixstowe and 
Nuneaton, to enhance the network used by freight trains and 
reduce conflict between freight and passenger traffic, are 
expected to be funded through this allocation. The scope of 
those enhancements has yet to be confirmed but electrification 
of that route is not thought to be a priority for the rail freight 
sector. 
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The new push for a radical 
upgrade of Scotland’s rail 
infrastructure north of the 
Central Belt is being backed 
by RFG.  
 
The ‘Inter-City Express’ 
campaign has been launched in 
a bid to secure substantial new 
investment which will allow rail to 
compete properly with road 
between Scotland’s seven cities. 
The three key freight elements 
are: 
 
• Doubling and electrifying the 
largely single-track Inverness-
Perth railway – transforming its 
capacity and capability for both 
passenger and freight traffic 
 
• Reducing transit times from 
Inverness, Aberdeen and 
Dundee to the Central Belt 
through electrification and 
doubling single-track 
pinchpoints. 
 
 

•  Taking the long-neglected 
single track rail line from 
Aberdeen to Inverness into the 
21st Century, with more 
stretches of double track and 
extra crossing loops. 
 
The campaign will be seeking 
support from across the whole of 
the country, from Scottish 
businesses and business groups 
such as Chambers of 
Commerce, Local Authorities 
and Regional Transport 
Partnerships, politicians, 
media outlets, campaign and 
community groups and other 
organisations and individuals 
in order to move forward its 
vision of a better transport 
future for Scotland. 
 
RFG Scottish Representative, 
David Spaven, said: "The 
great thing about radically 
upgrading the rail 
infrastructure north of the 
Central Belt is that freight 
transport would benefit 

enormously, as well as 
passengers. With a fit-for-
purpose Perth-Inverness railway, 
for example, we could increase 
the number of daily freight trains 
from two to as many as eight in 
each direction. That’s the 
equivalent of taking more than 
300 lorries off the A9 – every 
day. We need our rail network to 
be able to handle not just more 

freight trains, but also longer and 
faster freight trains so that rail 
can compete effectively with 
road haulage.” 
 
Further information about the 
‘Inter-City Express’ campaign 
can be found at:  
www.transformscotland.org.uk/
intercityexpress ●  

A shared ambition for Scottish rail freight 

Speaking at the RFG’s Annual Scottish Conference in Perth 
on 12 March, Keith Brown MSP, Minister for Transport and 
Veterans [pictured] set out the Scottish Government’s shared 
ambition for growth in rail freight.   
  
The freight industry is, he noted, "crucial" to the Scottish economy 
and rail freight is vital to achieving the overriding purpose of the 
Scottish Government, to increase sustainable economic growth. 
  
The Minister went on to highlight the significant investment that is 
being made in the rail network in Scotland, including £30m for 
schemes benefiting rail freight. He also urged the industry to come 
forward with good projects for the Freight Facilities Grant scheme, 
which the Government is keen to see well supported. 

The RFG’s Annual Scottish conference is one of the key events in 
the rail freight calendar, giving an opportunity to focus on the 
successes and challenges facing the sector in Scotland.  

A range of speakers from across the industry were represented 
including; Network Rail, DB Schenker, TACTRAN and Transform 
Scotland. 
  
Maggie Simpson, RFG Executive Director, said: "The Scottish 
market is vital to rail freight and has been home some of the most 
innovative and ground breaking services.  We need to keep that 
momentum going, with the support of Scottish Government and the 
actions of all our members in seeking new business for rail freight." 
  
David Spaven, RFG Scottish Representative, added: “Potential for 
rail freight in Scotland extends across a wide range of commodities 
in sectors which are critical to the Scottish economy, from whisky, 
supermarket goods and fish food through timber and chemicals to 
offshore oil supply. The key rail players need to work closely 
together, and with government, to ensure that this enormous 
potential is fully realised.” ● 

Courtesy of Bill Roberton 

RFG backs Scottish ‘Inter-City Express’ campaign 
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State-of-the-art Centre for 
Innovation in Rail underway 
 

Regional Growth Fund grant clears way for major 
railway research and training centre. 
 
By Professor Simon Iwnicki, Director CIR 
 
The Government is providing crucial funding enabling the 
University of Huddersfield’s Centre for Innovation in Rail (CIR) 
to go ahead. This £4m Regional Growth Fund grant will be 
matched by the project partners.  The overall investment in 
the project is over £20m. 
  
The CIR will be based within the internationally-renowned Institute 
of Railway Research (IRR) at the University and will build on the 
Institute’s strategic partnership with RSSB, with the support of the 
National Skills Academy for Rail Engineering (NSARE) and 
technology partners, Unipart Rail and Omnicom Engineering.     
  
The Institute was formed at the University of Huddersfield in 2012 
and the RGF funding will take the size of the team to 40 research 
staff.   
 
Its Director, Professor Simon Iwnicki, expects the CIR to capitalise 
on the best of the Institute’s research output and embed this within 
the UK railway industry.  
  
“The research and training carried out by the Centre will contribute 
to the strategic needs of the railway industry as outlined in the Rail 
Technical Strategy and will increase the level of innovation in the 
industry and reduce the barriers to knowledge transfer and reduce 
industry costs,” said Professor Iwnicki. 
 
The new facility will build upon the world‐class product design 
and R&D capability of the project partners, to provide industry and 
academia with training, research and expert services to develop 
and improve critical engineering interfaces in the rail industry.   
 
The IRR’s Assistant Director and CIR project manager Dr Paul 
Allen explained that the Centre will have a dedicated team 
comprising academics, researchers, business development staff 
and administrators. 
 
 “This will include all aspects of vehicle design and track 
construction to increase safety and reliability, reduce asset costs 
and drive performance improvement of the railway system.  Priority 
will be given to assisting regional SMEs to develop competitive 
products and services that can be brokered into the railway supply 
chain, and result in new job creation and up‐skilling of the 
workforce,” said Dr Allen. 
  

Professor Iwnicki added: “We are delighted that the Government 
has agreed to help fund this initiative and I would like to thank all 
our partners for their support in putting the proposal together.” 
 
Comments from the companies involved include:  
 
“It has been an excellent effort by the Huddersfield team to secure 
the RGF funding.  This funding will further enable the Strategic 
Partnership between ourselves and Huddersfield to expand to 
meet the growing and challenging needs of the rail industry.  We 
are proud to be associated with this initiative.”  
– Colin Dennis, Director of Policy, Research and Risk, RSSB 
 
“We are extremely proud to be associated with the new Centre for 
Innovation in Rail.  This initiative will bring significant benefits to 
the region and create opportunities to develop and introduce new 
products and technologies to the global rail market.”  
– John Clayton, Unipart Group Director 
 
“Omnicom would like thank the University of Huddersfield on the 
excellent work on securing the RGF funding.  This represents a 
significant step in the investment in the railways in the Yorkshire 
region and we are proud to be a supporter of this initiative.”  
– Stirling Kimkeran, CEO of Omnicom Engineering 
 
“NSARE is proud to support this excellent initiative, which will 
complement our objective of ensuring that the industry has the 
people capability to deliver the Rail Technical Strategy.”  
– Gil Howarth, NSARE Chief Executive  
 
 

Guest opinion: University of Huddersfield  

Contact:  
 
Professor Simon Iwnicki, Director of CIR 
University of Huddersfield. 
Email: s.iwnicki@hud.ac.uk  
Tel: 01484 473731  

RFG Summer Group Meeting and annual BBQ 
 

RFG's Summer Group Meeting will be held on 25 June 2014  
at The Parsonage Hotel, Escrick.  

 
In the afternoon, delegates will be invited to a tour of Drax Power Station, one of the UK's largest power generators and one of the 

leading players in moving biomass by rail. The previous evening, 24 June, we will be hosting our annual BBQ, kindly sponsored by Drax.  
 

Bedrooms at the hotel are on hold for the evening of 24 June at a cost of £75 B&B.  When booking please mention the Rail Freight 
Group. The rooms are on hold until one month before the event, so please book early if you are planning on attending.  The hotel can be 

contacted on 01904 728 111.  
  

For further information please contact Phillippa O'Shea at phillippa@rfg.org.uk 
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Enhancing safety measures 
in rail freight bogies  
 
By Adam Fletcher, Technical Sales Engineer, TENMAT Ltd. 

Recent events have shown the importance of using approved 
materials in centre pivot liner and side bearer liner applications. 
 
Issues with abnormal wear of safety critical components in bogies 
and resulting derailments have caused further investigations of the 
non-metallic parts. The shocking discovery was that cheap plastic 
components, neither specified on the drawings nor approved, were 
used in these cases. Not complying with specifications and using 
non-original materials was the leading cause of many unfortunate 
accidents. These cheap plastic materials, also called 
thermoplastics are polymers which become pliable and soft in use. 
While this allows for low cost manufacturing of the parts, it also 
causes the finished product to be dimensionally unstable.  
 
Thermoplastic materials are not reinforced, and are severely 
affected by changes in atmospheric moisture, heat and high loads. 
Obviously the wrong material for use in the arduous and high-load 
environments of any railway application. The only fully tested 
material with approvals from Deutsche Bahn (Germany), SNCF 
(France), Trenitalia (Italy) and other major railway operators are 
thermoset composites, such as RAILKO NF, resin-based materials 
that include reinforced fibres and friction modifiers. Once a 
thermoset composite is formed, it remains stable even when 
exposed to harsh environments. 
 

Thermoset composites have higher wear resistance, strength and 
dimensional stability which is crucial for a freight wagon’s long term 
operation and safety. They are therefore used within the rail 
industry to provide a sliding surface between two mating metal 
components. Thermosets are specified and approved for other 
safety critical applications such as brake bushes, friction damper 
bushes, anti-roll bar bushes and hook guide plates. 
 
Centre Pivot Liners & Side Bearer Liners (CPL and SBL's)  
CPL and SBL are installed in all standard Y series freight bogies 
running throughout Europe carrying products such as timber, coal 
and dangerous goods such as gasoline and volatile gases (LPG). 
These sliding parts provide a smooth bearing surface to allow the 
wagon to safely negotiate around curves in the track. Recently, 
several official reports written by the main operators point out 

failures with thermoplastic components. The problems appear to 
have been caused by the low wear resistance of the material, high 
thermal expansion and water swell. These pose a significant risk to 
safety, and have been the possible causes of train derailments. 
 
Derailment Pau, France – Propane Gas Wagon 
In November 2009 a potentially near fatal accident was 
investigated by the BEA-TT, Bureau d’enquêtes sur les Accidents 
de transport terrestre. Many contributory factors were identified 
including the wear on the SBL's. The wear rate on the SBL's was 
reported to be “out of specification after only 13 months against 
expected life of at least six years”. “Over the 13 month period the 
thermoplastic SBL had worn by 3.5mm, SNCF maintenance rules 
state a wear limit of 2mm between maintenances”. The abnormal 
SBL wear can have detrimental affects on the stability of the 
wagon. Wagon owners have found that some plastic wear parts 
could also induce accentuated track wear increasing the risk of 
derailment.  
 
Severe Damage: United Kingdom - Freight Wagon 
A major UK freight company had used thermoplastic CPLs and 
SBLs on their freight wagon bogies. The bogies had been in 
service for less than two years and had become damaged and 
were removed for overhaul. The thermoplastic CPLs showed high 
wear and degradation. The worn plastic CPLs had caused damage 
to the bogies making it necessary for these wagons to be removed 
from service. On the contrary the other bogies fitted with approved 
composite CPLs and SBLs continued to operate as required. It 
was stated that the 
composite SBLs were 
lasting about 5 times 
longer than the plastic 
SBLs. During the overhaul 
all of the bogies fitted with 
Thermoplastic were 
replaced by Thermoset 
composite CPLs and 
SBLs and returned to 
service. 
 
Oberhausen, Germany Major Derailment 
The German railway reported major safety critical issues on their 
bogies after one train with a loaded vehicle (type Sggmrs), derailed 
at the railway station of Oberhausen. On investigation of the 
vehicle involved it was realized the following defects were seen on 
the SBL of the car body. The thermoplastic SBL which sits onto the 
spring mounted part has been worn beyond its wear limit. The bent 
thermoplastic SBL (shown right) indicates high wear. In 
dismounted condition the sliding plates showed a bend of 
approximately 13 mm upwards. The high wear, which is above the 
allowable limit, is reported to have cause the incident. 
 
Summary 
All specifications and guidelines enforce the usage of tested and 
approved components for safety critical applications in bogies, 
such as CPL's and SBL. Large penalties can be levied if original 
specified wear part materials are not used. 
 
Furthermore thermoplastic, un-reinforced materials show cold flow, 
creep and abnormal wear rates that will lead to unscheduled 
maintenance, costly repairs or worse. Thermoset composites have 
reinforcement that gives them more robust mechanical properties, 
durability and better performance than thermoplastics. The 
Thermoset composites have been reported to last 5 times longer 
than thermoplastics due to their high wear resistance. • 

Guest opinion: TENMAT 

Thermoplastic CPL after two years showing 
badly worn and severe damage. 

Contact:  
Adam Fletcher, Technical Sales Engineer 
Tel: 0161 955 2461 / 07812 150 085 
email: adam.fletcher@tenmat.com 
www.tenmat.com 

Derailment at Pau, France – Propane Gas Wagon. 
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As we report earlier, much 
of the policy agenda has 
been dominated by 
discussions about HS2 
(see Opinion page 8).  
 
RFG has responded to the 
consultations on the 
Environmental Statement 

and Phase 2, and continues to work with 
colleagues in the industry in making the 
case for rail freight within that debate. 
 
Planning 
Elsewhere, RFG has responded to the 
consultation on the draft National Policy 
Statement for National Networks.  This 
document, which is a requirement under the 
2008 Planning Act, sets out the national 
need for road and rail and in particular for 
rail freight, for Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchanges. The draft document was 
good, and after discussion with a number of 
members, our response suggested a 
number of areas where the text could be 
strengthened. 
 
Maggie Simpson also appeared before the 
Transport Select Committee Inquiry into the 
document.  In questioning, she highlighted 

the need for the document to give 
confidence to those seeking to invest in the 
network and also raised the areas where 
the document could be improved. 
 
The Department for Transport will now be 
considering the responses raised as well as 
any recommendations from the Select 
Committee.  The statement will also go to 
the Houses of Commons and Lords for 
approval, and is expected to be issued in 
final form before the end of the year. 
 
Control Period 5 
1 April saw the official start of Control 
Period 5 (CP5) – the five yearly cycle by 
which Network Rail is regulated. Network 
Rail made a series of announcements 
highlighting the investment plans and 
schemes that would be progressed, under 
the tagline #betterrailway. For freight, there 
are a number of important projects which 
are under development, including capacity 
upgrades between Felixstowe and 
Nuneaton, gauge clearance on the Great 
Western Mainline and access to a number 
of ports in the north of England. 
 
Away from enhancements, the start of CP5 
brings a number of other changes most 

notably to rail freight charges with new rates 
applying from the start.  This is most 
significant in the coal market where the new 
‘freight specific charge’ is now being levied, 
albeit with a phased introduction. A new 
performance measure for freight has also 
been introduced, replacing ‘delay minutes’, 
and Network Rail’s target now requires 95% 
of all trains to meet this new standard. 
 
RFG met with Mark Carne, the new Chief 
Executive of Network Rail and had a 
productive conversation on rail freight 
priorities. 
 
Rail Franchising 
DfT have made a number of 
announcements on franchising in recent 
weeks (www.dft.gov.uk).  Both Northern, 
and Greater Anglia franchises have been 
awarded short term extensions ahead of a 
full retender.  More significantly the 
Invitation to Tender for the East Coast 
franchise has been issued to the shortlisted 
bidders.  We are in discussion with DfT and 
Network Rail over rail freight capacity 
requirements. • 

RFG Policy Update & Consultations: Maggie Simpson         email: maggie@rfg.org.uk 

RFG would like to welcome its latest new members: 
   

Roxhill Developments Ltd - www.roxhill.co.uk 
 

Briggs Equipment - www.briggsequipment.co.uk 
 

Cobra Middlesbrough  
 

Mechan Ltd - www.mechan.co.uk 
 

Superport - www.liverpoollep.org 
 

Nacco UK Ltd - www.naccorail.com 
 

Help support the future of the UK’s rail freight sector 
 

Contact Phillippa O’Shea at phillippa@rfg.org.uk to find out more about joining us.  
 

If you would like to know more about our work and how we help our corporate members, please contact Tony Berkeley or Maggie 
Simpson at tony@rfg.org.uk or maggie@rfg.org.uk. 

Join the Rail Freight Group 

Don’t forget to follow the Rail Freight Group 

 on Twitter at @RailFreightUK  
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4 June 2014 - Rail Freight 2014  
RFG will be holding its 22nd Annual rail freight conference in 
London, in conjunction with events company Waterfront.  
 

25 June 2014 - Summer Group Meeting 
RFG will be holding its annual Summer Group Meeting and social  
barbecue on the previous evening. In the afternoon there will be 
an optional tour of Drax Power Ltd.  
 

9 September 2014 – RFG Awards Dinner  
The Annual Awards Dinner will be held on Tuesday 9 September 
at Shendish Manor. Bookings are now being taken. 
 

10 September 2014 – Annual General Meeting 
RFG’s AGM and Annual Policy Meeting will be held at Shendish 
Manor. 
 

5 November 2014 – Autumn Group meeting 
The Autumn Group Meeting will be held in November. Location 
and details to follow. 
 

10 December 2014 - Xmas Lunch 
The 2014 Xmas Lunch will be held at the Lancaster London 
Hotel. Bookings are now being taken. 
 

RFG EVENTS CALENDAR 2014  
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RFG SPONSOR PARTNERS 2014  
 

Our new Sponsor Partners for 2014 provide additional support for our activities and our events across the year. Without their commitment 
to ensuring the ongoing success of the rail freight sector we would be less able to offer our calendar of activities.  

The companies involved in our Sponsor Partners scheme represent a wide range of key stakeholders in the sector and we welcome their 
ongoing support and are very grateful for their commitment ●  
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Planning Update 
 
By Elizabeth Dunn and Stephen Humphreys, Burges Salmon 

This month we look at a series of Planning Act 2008 
developments, including the Select Committee's consideration of 
the Networks National Policy Statement and other clarifications on 
aspects of the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
regime.  We also briefly look at the Second Reading of HS2 due to 
take place on 28 April in the House of Commons and the next 
steps involved in that process. 
 
Before that, as a follow up to the National Infrastructure Plan, on 
22 April 2014 David Cameron and George Osborne announced 
details of over 200 infrastructure projects and programmes being 
taken forward as government initiatives promoted by bodies like 
the Highways Agency and local authorities which are projected to 
start construction in 2014 to 2015. There are also over 200 other 
projects which are projected to be completed in 2014 to 2015.  The 
list ranges from road and rail projects to waste and flood defence 
works and are intended to show the Government’s commitment to 
a range of infrastructure investment to tackle ongoing issues of 
maintenance and capacity.  The majority of these infrastructure 
works are likely to fall outside of the NSIP regime, but nonetheless 
will be significant developments. 
 
The Transport Select Committee and HS2 
Before a National Policy Statement (NPS) is adopted, it has to go 
through the formal process set out in the amended Planning Act.  
This starts with a draft being published and consulted on 
(consultation for the Networks NPS ran until 26 February) which is 
referred to a select committee of the House of Commons for 
scrutiny. The Transport Select Committee sat on 31 March 2014 to 
discuss the Networks NPS. This is a single hearing process and a 
transcript of the session is available on the Parliament website.  

 
Those representing the industry agreed that the NPS was “very 
strongly welcome”, clear and should give developers and investors 
pursuing an application under the Planning Act more certainty and 
more confidence in the regime.  RFG's representations 
recommended the need for an acknowledgement of the spatial 
need for SRFIs (which was omitted from the draft, whereas it was 
in the interim guidance).  There was also some concern that the 
projected figures for road and rail use are too high and that the 
NPS does not adequately address the effect of nationally 
significant road and rail projects on the local transport network. 
In terms of next steps, a report should have been published by the 
Committee (though not all inquiries lead to a report) and the NPS 
will also be assessed by a select committee of the House of Lords.  
Following this a response will be provided and Robert Goodwill 
(Parliamentary Undersecretary at DfT) has said that the 
government would report on the NPS in the autumn.  This will be a 
response on the consultation, the intention being for the Networks 
NPS to be designated by the end of the 2014 session. 
 
The next stage of HS2 will shortly begin when, on 28 April 2014, 
the Second Reading of the High Speed Rail (London to West 
Midlands) Bill will take place in the House of Commons.  The 
calendar of business (which is subject to change) identifies the 
members of the Select Committee and also sets the dates by 
which those wishing to see changes to the Bill being made, or 
securing undertakings from HS2 Ltd, need to deposit a petition.  
Local authorities (except parish councils) and businesses will have 
until 16 May and in any other case e.g. private individuals and 
organisations an additional week, 23 May. 
 
Considering the number of anticipated petitions, the Private Bill 
office of the House of Commons is likely to be inundated 
(suggestions of upward of 3 - 5,000 have been made).  It is worth 
noting though that to facilitate the process of depositing a petition 
the calendar of business suggests that there is going to be an e-
petition facility available and the £20 fee may well be waived. 

Planning Act developments 
The quashed Development Consent Order we reported on in 
February’s edition (Halite Energy Group) has received some 
clarification.  The Secretary of State did not seek to appeal the 
High Court’s decision and has (in accordance with his statutory 
requirements) sent a statement to all interested parties asking for 
further representation “for the purposes of the Secretary of State’s 
further consideration of the application" and interested parties have 
one month within which to respond.  This process should avoid a 
full re-run of the examination of the application, minimising time 
and cost for all parties. 
 
The Secretary of State has noted that he needs further information 
which will be taken into consideration before a further final 
determination is made by him. For example, he has asked for 
further representation on: 
 
(i) further geological information, to show that the applicant's stated 
capacity for gas storage can be achieved;  
(ii) the extent to which the project is consistent with the relevant 
National Policy Statement (EN-4);  
(iii) whether the environmental information available should be 
updated;  
(iv) whether anything material has happened in the last year that 
should be drawn to the Secretary of State's attention. 
 
The Secretary of State has said that he will take these 
representations into account and issue a new decision.  Given that 
the questions are likely to lead to a number of rounds of further 
representations, particularly if it is considered that the submitted 
environmental information does need to be updated, it is telling 
that at this stage the SoS has given no indication of as to when a 
new decision will be published. 
 
The Thames Tideway Tunnel continues its examination and 
controversially was refused an extension to the examination 
period.  The head of Thames Water wrote to Eric Pickles 
requesting a two month extension to the period in order to deal 
with the 50 additional questions put to TW by the Examining 
Authority.  Mr Pickles responded that an extension would be 
inappropriate as "the statutory timetable was clearly set out to 
applicant before they applied", "it is incumbent on all parties to aim 
to ensure that the examination is completed within the six month 
statutory timetable” and any extension could mean additional costs 
being incurred by any interested parties.   
 
Whilst this decision could be seen as harsh given the nature and 
scale of the TTT application, it will have been designed to send a 
strong message to developers.  It will also have been aimed at 
maintaining public confidence in the system, reinforcing the 
requirement for developers to (i) ensure that their consultation and 
engagement are adequately carried out during the pre-application 
stage thereby avoiding the need for an extension of time during the 
examination period and (ii) ensure that they have adequate 
resources on hand to deal with the potential complex and intensive 
issues raised during the examination timetable, even where a 
significant number of additional questions are asked by the ExA 
nearer the end of the six month examination period. •  

Planning and Infrastructure column: Burges Salmon 
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Planning Special: Is the Draft 
National Networks NPS fit-for 
purpose? 
 
By Jonathan Roberts, JRC Consulting 
 
That was the underlying question asked by the House of 
Commons’ Transport Select Committee on 31st March, when the 
Committee took evidence from the transport industry, local 
authorities and policy groups, and the Department for Transport. 
 
The NN NPS is the National Networks National Policy Statement, 
now drafted. The DfT aimed to conclude its work on the NN NPS 
in the autumn of 2014, during this parliamentary year. Roads 
Minister Robert Goodwill MP said it was “a planning statement; it 
is not intended to be an overarching transport strategyR It 
provides in one place clarity and certainty on Government policy 
on the need for nationally significant infrastructure projects, and 
the way in which these developments will be assessed”. 
 
“Up until 2030, under central forecasts road traffic will increase by 
30% and rail journeys by 40%, and rail freight has the potential 
nearly to double. Without action, this will mean slower and more 
congested journeys. The desire for growth is balanced by a 
significant package of measures to protect the environment and 
support sustainable transport.” 
 
What emerged during the hearing was that the NN NPS is about 
pinning down national forecasting issues and consequential 
priorities into central policy documents, rather than, as the 
Minister commented, about arguments adopted by various policy 
groups “to open up the whole debate” at many inquiries. 
 
John Dowie, DfT Director of Strategic Roads and Smart Ticketing, 
commented on a distinction between an inquiry considering 
“whether there should be a completely different transport policy at 
national level. ThatR is not the proper subject matter of a local 
public inquiry, but, consistent with EU and other national 
requirements, it is right that a local inquiry should think of local 
alternativesR backed up by a lot of analysisR including a local 
traffic forecast.” 
 
Louise Ellman MP, Transport Select Committee chair, asked what 
changes there might be in the final document. Robert Goodwill 
mentioned resilience – the South West was cited for both rail and 
road. Another change was “The difference between the national 
CO2 targets and what we do nationally in terms of power 
generation, alternative fuels, cleaner vehicles and so on, and 
maybe the effects on a more localised basis”. 
 
Louise Ellman pressed about the potential of new technologies to 
affect traffic flows. The Minister responded that some new 
technologies could allow vehicles or trains to travel closer 
together and so increase capacity. However “technology has 
increased demand for transport”. John Dowie said “We look at a 
range of issues in terms ofR elasticities within the model and how 
economic growth, population growth, changes in fuel efficiency 
and other factors all feed in to produce traffic growth”. He was 
less comfortable, though, about its reliability when the model was 
applied to London: “we are a bit distant from what is actually 
happening in London” and there are “limitations of the [national] 
traffic model in London”. He wasn’t asked what this meant. 
 
The DfT position was challenged by others during the evidence 
session. The implications of European directives such as 
environmental impact assessment and the habitats and water 
framework directives (where assessment of alternatives was 
required) were also referenced. 
 

Adrian Sanders, LD MP for Torbay, said: “Locally is exactly where 
the debate needs to happen” on wider issues such as climate 
change. On EU directives, Robert Goodwill replied to Graham 
Stringer, Lab MP for Blackley & Broughton, that “there should be 
a debate [at inquiries] on the impact that development would have 
on that particular habitat”.  
 
Naomi Luhde-Thompson, Friends of the Earth planning adviser, in 
reply to Martin Vickers, Con MP for Cleethorpes, said the NN NPS 
“really is the wrong vision”. She raised overall issues including 
climate change and a low-carbon infrastructure, which led to her 
wanting the “national policy statementR not [to] be assuming 
there is need but should be looking at what tests the projects 
need to go throughR there has been insufficient investment in all 
the other ways of enabling people to get around and move goods 
and services.” 
 
For the Planning Officers Society, Andrew Shaw advocated 
“demand management and the need for improved and increased 
sustainable transport”. We should use better “the capacity you 
have got”. 
 
Jeremy Evans of the Institution of Engineering & Technology 
asked about “what technology can do to make better use of the 
network, particularly the road network”, and also raised the issue 
of resilience. He too was critical of the forecasts: “TheyR will 
continue to be challenged through the DCO [Development Control 
Order] processR Also you cannot just look at forecasting growth 
on the strategic network without looking at the impact on the local 
networkR the capacity of those local roads is not going to change 
significantly”. 
  
John Rhodes of Quod commented that “the area where the NPS 
is sharpest is where it can define projects. On strategic rail freight 
interchanges, I have some concerns about the policy, but we 
know what the policy is. It is difficult to knowR [which other 
schemes] would be able to claim that they are directly supported 
by the NPS”. “It is more difficult to see precisely what the policy is 
in relation to road infrastructure. For instance, is the policy to meet 
unconstrained forecast demand?... I do not think that is what the 
document is telling us, but it would be helpful if it was clearer in 
identifying what type of road projects, for instance, were most 
likely to be considered to be consistent with the NPS.” 
 
Evidence from the transport industry was focused more on the 
role of the NN NPS as project support, assisting evidence for 
DCOs and other inquires and planning processes. 
 
For the Rail Delivery Group, Paul Plummer, Network Rail’s Group 
Strategy Director, noted that “the Secretary of StateR had given 
some weight to the draft [NN NPS] statement”, in the Order made 
that day for Norton Bridge flyover. “We think that is a really 
positive step in how we can use that in the future to give clarity to 
projects where we are seeking permission to improve the railway.” 
 
However the Rail Delivery Group was concerned about 
underestimation in the draft NN NPS about the growth of demand 
in various rail markets. Paul Plummer said “you could see more 
congestion and performance issues than would be the case if we 
got the figures right in the first place”. The Government’s outputs 
for forecasting “seem to be more conservative”. Network Rail was 
undertaking more work “so that we are robust in our view about 
demand growth, and can feed it in through that process so it sits 
alongside this policy statement.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page. 
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Maggie Simpson, RFG Executive Director, strongly welcomed the 
document. “It has been overdue since the Planning Act, and that 
has caused particular concerns for the people who are developing 
rail freight interchanges. We very much welcome the fact that it is 
now making progressR we support what it says, particularly 
about rail freight interchangesR There were “some specific points 
where we would like to see the wording strengthened”.  
She also looked for a better definition of spatial need, across 
regions not just nationally. 
 
Louise Ellman asked why the NN NPS mattered so much for 
strategic rail freight interchanges. Maggie Simpson said they 
“have suffered very badly at the hands of conventional planning 
law”. “For people who are looking to make those investmentsR 
they [will] have a framework which gives certaintyR of a decision 
within a six-month period.”  
 
Martin Heffer, technical director of Parsons Brinckerhoff, and 
Richard Ballantyne of the British Ports Association, both agreed 
that the draft gave clarity as to what national infrastructure needed 
to deliver. Richard Ballantyne thought that “there may be some 
room for improvement on the non-strategic links”. He favoured 
inclusion of the trans-European transport network within the 
document, with the potential for EU funding for the network. 
 
There was general support for references to high speed railways 
within the report. Paul Plummer said “our strong view is that you 
can sensibly think about high-speed new lines only as part of the 
overall network”. Maggie Simpson noted that HS2 released 
capacity on the existing network for more rail freight. 
 
The Committee asked if there was a problem with the draft NN 
NPS still looking at road and rail separately. Richard Ballantyne 
replied “I would not say that separately is a problem, but if you 
play one off against another that is wrong. Freight, particularly on 
our side, is market-driven”. Maggie Simpson “would like to see 
more alignment in the way the Government look at road and rail 
projects in their planning stages”. 
 
Graham Stringer asked about references to road pricing. Martin 
Heffer said “the door probably needs to be left openR because at 
some point there will be a challenge that certain of the outputs 

Government require could be delivered by alternative methods”. 
 
Martin Heffer also raised the importance of linkage with jobs, 
output and GVA: “We are on the verge of technology changes in 
the next two or three generations that may challenge some of 
those relationships. What we would like to see are forecasts that 
can look at sensitivities about what those changes might bring.” 
Along with Jeremy Evans and Richard Ballantyne, he was also 
concerned “whether the constraints are being properly taken 
account of” on local road and rail networks. “Very few trips 
actually start or finish on the strategic network; they generally all 
have their origins particularly on the local road network as far as 
highway trips are concerned. A valve is operating there.” 
 
Overall, the Select Committee were presented with a 
comprehensive range of attitudes and views on forecasting and 
the development and advocacy of transport priorities, during this 
evidence session. It demonstrated clearly the perceived pros and 
cons of the draft NN NPS, which in turn will be an important 
formative document for future major projects within Britain.  
 
As RFGN went to press, the Transport Select Committee 
published its report on the NN NPS consultation.  
 
For further details please go to: http://www.parliament.uk/
business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/transport-
committee/news/roads-and-nps---substantive/ •  
 
Link here to the Transport Select Committee hearing on 31st 
March 2014 
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Demystifying rail freight 
 
The Rail Freight Group (RFG) and the Chartered Institute of Logistics  
and Transport (CILT UK) have set up a new training opportunity for companies 
looking to gain a better understanding of the benefits of modal shift to rail.  
 
“Demystifying rail freight: become an informed user of rail freight services”  targets 
freight transport buyers who view the rail sector as too complex or costly but want to 
further investigate the possibility of moving their goods to rail. 
 
The course seeks to explode some of the popular myths surrounding the sector and 
involve more people who have either dipped their toes into the sector or are still waiting 
for the right time.  
 
For further information on the event or the content of the course, please contact Maggie 
Simpson at Maggie@rfg.org.uk. 
 
For further information on the work of the CILT or to book a place on the training 
course, please contact Dorothea Carvalho at dorothea.carvalho@ciltuk.org.uk or on 
020 7348 1975. • 
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RFG Opinion        
News in Brief: 
 
● DFDS and Iarnród Éireann 
are celebrating their first year 
results. The service, operating 
between Ballina Rail Freight 
Terminal and Waterford Port 
(for onwards shipping to Rotter-
dam), operates twice weekly in 
both directions, departure from 
Ballina at 11:05 on Tuesdays 
and Fridays and from Waterford 
Port at 11.30 on Mondays and 
Thursdays has taken over 
2,500 containers of the roads in 
those 12 months. Containers 
are loaded at Ballina by reach-
stacker, however at Waterford 
Port they are transhipped direct 
from train to ship by the port 
gantry cranes. 
 
●  Finland has been awarded 
€12.8m from the TEN-T Pro-
gramme to address bottlenecks 
on its rail network. The project, 
selected under the 2012 TEN-T 
Annual Programme, will im-
prove the railway line between 
the cities of Ylivieska and Oulu 
and includes construction of a 
new double track line between 
Ruha and Lapua. It is part of 
the broader Seinäjoki–Oulu 
project that aims to improve the 
main railway connection be-
tween the southern and north-
ern parts of the country. The 
project consists of upgrading 
tracks, bridges, rail yards and 
the elimination of level cross-
ings.  

 
●  On 12 April SNCF-Fret ran a 
1,524 metre freight train be-
tween Sibelin yard near Lyon 
and Nîmes, pulled by two Euro 
4000 diesel locos built by 
Vossloh España. The train 
comprised 72 wagons originally 
formed as separate rakes of 40 
and 32 vehicles, operating 
regular Kombiverkehr intermo-
dal services between Germany 
and Spain. 

European Update 
 
6 May marked the 20th anniversary of the official 
opening of the Channel Tunnel. In those two 
decades, rail freight has not performed as 
expected. However we are now pleased that 
recent announcements on the level of charges 
will now stimulate demand for new services on 
this important axis. Attention will now turn to 
other barriers affecting this traffic, and the 
European Rail Freight Corridor which is being 
established to London will be an important factor 
in helping those delivering new services. 
 
Elsewhere, the 4th Railway Package is now with 
the European Council of Ministers who are 

discussing the various elements under the 
Greek Presidency.  The Italian presidency starts 
on 1 July and RFG will be seeking to ensure that 
they will take on the Governance part to ensure 
the fair and independent role of the 
infrastructure managers, with as much 
separation from incumbents as possible. 
 
ERFA has appointed Julia Lamb as Secretary 
General to replace Pierre Tonon who retires at 
the end of June.  She is currently Deputy 
Secretary General. Prior to joining ERFA, she 
worked for Brian Simpson MEP, chairman of the 
EP Transport Committee, as his policy and 
office manager. • 

Knorr-Bremse to 
build new test 
centre in Munich 
 
Knorr-Bremse has announced 
plans to invest €80m to 
construct a new test and 
development centre in Munich, 
as part of a €500m programme 
to expand, modernise and 
maintain its production and 
development sites. 
 
Knorr-Bremse executive board 
chairman Michael Buscher said: 
"By renewing production 
facilities and expanding 
innovative research and 
development capacity in our 
global growth markets, we are 
increasing our efficiency and 
strengthening our innovative 
capabilities. 
 
He added: "This will enable us 

to respond to the growing 
pressure of costs and supply 
our customers with extremely 
competitive systems." 
 
The new 17,000 sq metre 
development will comprise 100 
rigs for technical testing and 
quality assurance of 
components for braking systems 
 

 and their subsystems. 
 
The 350 test engineers 
employed at the centre will use 
test rigs to simulate the braking 
behaviour of entire freight trains 
with up to 100 cars, as well as 
reproducing different technical 
standards for brakes in Western 
Europe, the US and Russia. • 

A 10-year programme for the 
introduction of the European 
Rail Traffic Management 
System (ERTMS) across the 
core rail network has been 
approved by the ruling cabinet 
of the Dutch coalition 
government. 
 
A budget of €2·5bn had 
previously been agreed for 

ERTMS implementation up to 
2028, and the programme 
presented by State Secretary for 
Infrastructure & Environment 
Mrs. Wilma Mansveld has been 
designed to make the most 
effective use of the available 
funding. 
 
As reported in International 
Railway Journal, the 

government has opted to install 
ETCS Level 2 which it says will 
make it possible to improve the 
use of existing capacity. ETCS 
is already operational on the 
Betuwe Route freight corridor. 
Mansveld said that care is a 
higher priority than speed in 
introducing the new train safety 
systems. ● 
 

LtoR—Prof. Dr. Gunter Henn, Dr. 
Albrecht Köhler, Heinz Hermann Thiele  

Dutch government to roll out ETCS  Level 2 


